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Rich has also worked in the broadcasting and automotive areas. For many years Rich raced sports cars nationally for Ford and Mazda, and was President of the Shelby American automobile club. He is a multi-year SCCA and IMSA Sports Car race winner and champion and has set lap records at several racetracks. In the past Rich was a racing driving instructor and performed in car commercials because of his affiliation with the NAPD, the accreditation agency for stunt and commercial driving. Rich has also been a Cable TV Sports commentator and play-by-play announcer, as well as a radio and public address announcer for professional racing events on the west coast. Rich continues to be active in the automotive area by reporting on the annual new car introductions in San Francisco. In college Rich spent time at the General Motors Institute in Detroit, one of the most respected technology development centers in the auto industry.

Rich also was co-host of the nationally syndicated talk show “It’s Your Money”, from San Francisco every Sunday. Along with his father, who was on WOR in NY City for years, they covered personal finance and consumer issues. On over 50 stations nationwide, more information can be found at www.richjorgenson.com about the show. 

Rich’s most unusual past project was assisting a customer to develop an optical disk storage system running on batteries to "listen" and record Soviet sub communications in the cold and pressure at the bottom of the North Sea. This program is declassified now and was the subject of a recent PBS "Nova" television show explaining how the US knew Soviet sub movements during the late cold war period.

In college Rich was the co-captain of the first national energy efficient car competition. In 120 days, and with the support of Honda, his undergraduate team at UC Berkeley built a gas-electric hybrid vehicle and competed at the GM proving grounds in Detroit. The car came in second but was awarded for having the highest manufacturability. Automotive engineers from all the major auto companies reviewed the design and the car was the focus of a Time magazine article about the advances in electric cars. In design it was remarkably similar to the current Toyota Prius, but 25 years earlier. The story about the events of the construction and competition were developed by Rich’s co-captain into a screenplay that became the basis for the 1995 movie “Race the Sun” with Hallie Berry and Jim Belushi.

Rich obtained his Engineering Degree from the University of California at Berkeley, his MBA from Santa Clara University, and additional Executive Education from the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania. Rich is currently a board member of several charities. Rich is on the Storage Selection Board of the Computer History Museum in Mountain View, CA, which he is hoping will open the 50,000 square foot exhibit about the history of storage in 2009.

Rich’s wife, Sherri is an elementary school principal. Sherri was named a California teacher of the year in 1996 and California Jaycees teacher of the year in 2000. She co-founded the Moreland Discovery School with and alternate parent participation model that has been recognized for producing high student testing results. Dignitaries from around the world have visited Sherri’s school and classroom. In 1997 Diane Sawyer highlighted the schools curriculum on ABC’s 20/20 with an interview segment.

Rich and Sherri live in San Jose, California with their 3 teenage sons.
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